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Part One: Stock Returns in 16 Zacks Industries
Part Two: The U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve

A Study : 16 of 63 Zacks Industries
What Stocks Show the Strongest Returns?



Zacks Classification System: We use 16 of 63 Industries
For Top-down Analysis of Stocks
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Zacks Industry Share Metrics --
Learn From Outperformers (and Under-performances)

Zacks Organizes Stocks into 63 Industry Groups.

What Tickers Look Good?



Here are 2025 Annual & YTD 2026 Returns, for Eight Zacks Industries
Note the Market Cap Group (SC = Small Cap, MC = Mid Cap, LC = Large Cap).
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Zacks Equity Outperformers 1: Top Returns Tickers and Their Narratives.
For the first eight industries we grouped…
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2025 Annual Returns. For Eight Additional Zacks Industries
Compare last year’s  performances to 2026 YTD Returns
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Zacks Equity Outperformers 2: Top Returns Tickers and Their Narratives.
For the eight additional industries we group…
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The 16 Zacks Industries: Net Margin TTM % (top) 
and Price to Sales F12M (bottom). 

Match the profitability with the valuation!
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The 16 Zacks Industries: Return on Equity (top) 
and Enterprise Value/FCF (bottom)

This Time Series Runs from 2016 to YTD 2026 (10 years)
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The 16 Zacks Industries:
Price/Free Cash Flow (top) and Cash Flow Yield % (bottom)

This Time Series Runs from 2016 to YTD 2026 (10 years)
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Zacks 16 Industries: Quick Ratio (top) 
and Total Debt to Capital % (bottom)

This Time Series Runs from 2016 to YTD 2026 (10 years)
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The 16 Zacks Industries: Reinvestment Rate (top) 
and Depreciation and Amortization (bottom)
From 2016 to 2026 YTD
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The Strategic Petroleum Reserve

This is useful information for traders and investors



Global Crude Oil Benchmark Comparisons
I have highlighted: Chemical Properties, Best Uses/Industries, and Sulphur Content (%)
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API (American Petroleum Institute) gravity is a measure of how 
heavy or light a petroleum liquid is compared to water, developed 
by the American Petroleum Institute. It acts as an inverse 
indicator of density—higher API degrees mean lighter, more 
valuable oil, while lower degrees mean heavier, denser oil. 

It is measured in degrees, with water set at 10° API. 



The U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR)
Key Facts
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Strategic Petroleum Reserve: Functional Objectives and Features – Chart 1
Consider these 9 features ….
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The Strategic Petroleum Reserve – Last Level Granular Details - Chart 2
Consider these 9 features….
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Thank You for Attending!

John Blank, PhD
Zacks Chief Equity Strategist and Economist
Zacks Professional Services
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